
DiSTARS EVALUATION GRID FOR TEACHERS

Criteria 
for evaluating 

the stories
Short description of the evaluation criteria

% Weight                   
(point 
range)

Story 
Grade

Scientific 
content and 
knowledge

How deep the story goes into presenting a 
scientific theory that is to be confirmed; facts about 
the mission that reflect upon current scientific 
knowledge; type of scientific data to be collected or 
analyzed and conclusions to be used within the story. 
To what extent scientific vocabulary is used. How 
much is the story relative to activities performed in 
class and if it makes use of the knowledge that was 
acquired through those activities. How accurate are 
the presented scientific facts.

20 %
(0-20 points)

The plot 
of the story

To what extent scientific vocabulary is used in the 
plot (consistency). How does the story flow (level 
of congruity) and if it makes a functional use of 
the language.How much each story reflects upon 
students creative thinking skills. Students are 
encouraged to come up with free-flow generation 
of unconnected ideas that can be grouped and 
themed within their story. 

10 %     
(0-10 points)

Artistic & 
creative 
expression

The quality of artistic content and/or artistic 
expressions created by students indicates that 
students enjoy working collaboratively and 
presenting their creations/knowledge in a non-
routine way. How advanced were tools used and 
how complex was their implementation in the story 
(level of creativity). Type of artistic expression 
created/designed and level of difficulty. 

10 %   
(0-10 points)

Originality of the 
story / resources 
used

How original in the topic or theme that was selected. 
If original resources created/developed by students 
(original) for the purposes of the story.  Students have 
procedural knowledge of a content area (presented 
in their story) and know how content knowledge is 
produced and for the purposes of their story they 
create educational resources (they can be in various 
forms) to enrich their presentation and tailor their 
message to their audience through storytelling.

10 %    
(0-10 points)

Assessment

Tools
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Criteria 
for evaluating 

the stories
Short description of the evaluation criteria

% Weight                   
(point 
range)

Story 
Grade

The story as 
collaborative 
work

How effectively and in how many ways the members 
of the team collaborated with each other. How even 
was the distribution of individual and group tasks 
as well as the work assigned to each member. Was 
the story efficiently planned and in what different 
ways all members participated in creating solutions 
or meeting the groups goals.

10 %   
(0-10 points)

Communicating 
the story 
effectively

The way the story is communicated to peers not only 
orally but also by using other forms of non-verbal 
communication / body language will be evaluated 
based on its effectiveness. The presentation of the 
story as a common project with the participation of 
all students involved.   

10 %    
(0-10 points)

Inclusion of 
problem solving 
processes within 
the story

If problems related to Mars are introduced and 
tackled within each story. Evaluation in this section 
will be based on the problems the students tackle 
within their mission to Mars and the presentation 
of the proposed solutions they intent to apply to 
overcome them. How difficult or how complex are 
the problems attempted to be solved within the 
story. The more challenging the topic selected, 
the higher is the understanding of key principles 
related to the problem. 

20 %
(0-20 points)

Story 
connectivity and 
relevance

The story should be in line with the general “Mission 
to Mars” theme and always reflect upon the scientific 
core of the activity that is related to our future 
mission to Mars and attained knowledge.  Stories 
are formed in episodes and the flow of the story 
as it moves from one episode to another should 
be complete by offering scientific facts and details 
related to the mission without being formed as a 
science report (facts) or a list of actions and without 
losing the connectivity with the main theme.

10 %
(0-10 points)

Assessment

Tools


